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Republicans Win Top Races in Florida Elections
By Brianna Bush
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he 2022 Florida
midterm election
results are in with
substantial victories and
reelections by Republican
candidates in top races.
Ron DeSantis won a
second term as Florida
governor, defeating Democrat
Charlie Crist by a nearly 20
percent margin –– 59 to 40,
respectively.
DeSantis’ reelection
campaign was key to this
win as he stood firm on his
mission to “Keep Florida
Free,” stop “woke” practices
and increase restrictions on
abortion.
Marco Rubio, who was
also reelected, is heading into
his third term as U.S. Senator
for Florida after overcoming
Democrat Val Demings by a
16 percent margin –– 57 to
41.
Rubio, who backed
DeSantis’ mission to “Keep
Florida Free,” also narrowed
in on controversial issues
including his pro-life position
on abortion, inflation, gun
violence and immigration.
Although Rubio’s victory
was huge for Republicans,
Democrats are projected to
maintain control of the Senate

Gov. Ron DeSantis won a second term as Florida’s governor,
beating Democrat Charlie Crist with a nearly 20 percent margin
as a vital race in Nevada gave
Democrats an edge – 50 to 49.
Landslide victories from
Republican candidates in
other top races supports
Florida’s shift from a swing
state to red.
Ashlely Moody won
reelection against Democrat
Aramis Ayala –– 60 to 39,
a 21 percent margin –– and
is on her way to becoming
Attorney General for a second
term.
Jimmy Patronis won the
Chief Financial Officer race,
59 to 40, defeating Democrat
Adam Hattersley.
Republican Wilton
Simpson won a seat as

Agriculture Commissioner,
overcoming Democrat Naomi
Blemur –– 59 to 40.
In Pinellas County,
victories were also upheld by
Republican candidates, with
some exceptions.
Republican Anna Paulina
Luna won a seat for the U.S.
House District, defeating
Democrat Eric Lynn 53 to 45.
Republican candidate
Brian Scott won the
seat for Pinellas County
Commissioner District 2
with 54 percent of the votes,
compared to Democrat
Patricia Gerad’s 46 percent.
In the nonpartisan race,
Della Cope won the seat for
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Pinellas County Judge Group
1 against Megan Roach –– 58
to 41.
Votes are still being
counted in other states,
therefore, which political
party controls the House of
Representatives has yet to be
determined.
Several issues regarding
state constitutional
amendments were decided
on the Florida Ballot with
voters choosing “yes” or
“no.” All three amendments
had a majority affirmative
vote, but none made it to 60
percent, which is needed for
an amendment to pass.
According to the

Associated Press (AP),
Constitution Amendment 1
allows lawmakers to change
property tax rules regarding
flood resistance. “No” is
projected to win, which will
continue to allow floodresistant improvement to be
considered for a property’s
assessed values.
Amendment 2 seeks to
abolish the 37-member panel
that meets every two decades
to propose amendments to
the state constitution. “No” is
projected to win, retaining the
state’s Constitutional Revision
Commission.
Amendment 3 allows
lawmakers to change property
tax exemptions for some
public workers. “No” is the
projected winner, opposing
additional homestead proper
exemption for certain public
service workers.
While 99% of voting
precincts have reported
results, these are not
the final results and are
projections by AP, who vow
to report accurate and swift
election results. The voting
projections are data as of Nov.
10 and are updated regularly
by AP.
briannasimone
bush@usf.edu

artist honors Black historian with mural at USFSP
Story and Photo
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

S

tudents may have
noticed a new artistic
addition to the side
of the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg’s Piano
Man building.
As part of the 2022 SHINE
Mural Festival, the university
welcomed Miami artist
Reginald O’Neal to share a
tribute to the Mundari tribe
of South Sudan and historian
John Henrik Clarke.
The black and white mural
shows Clarke as the subject,
overlaid on a background
of the Mundari tribe cattleherding, a traditional exploit
for the people.
O’Neal told USF his

inspiration behind the painting
was the juxtaposition between
the untouched Mundari tribe
and Clarke, a pioneer in the
field of Africana studies.
“This is somebody who
I am really inspired by,”
O’Neal said to USF. “Dr.
Henrik Clarke, somebody
who is very forward thinking
when it comes to Africa
studies.”
Clarke was a professor
of African studies for
Hunter College and Cornell
University, as well as a
prominent activist during
the 1960s’ Black Power
movement.
An advocate for increased
research on the African
American experience, Clarke
founded the African Heritage
Studies Association and the

first Black Caucus of the
image as possible.
inspiration. I hope that I
African Studies Association.
“I really just hope it
inspire other people.”
“I hope the reaction is
inspires people,” O’Neal
that people do their research
said about his mural. “That’s
aubrey14@usf.edu
and dive into him as a person
the biggest thing for me,
and him as a historian and do
research about him and also
about Africa,” O’Neal said.
Inspired by his older
brother to begin art as a
child, O’Neal never expected
to pursue it as a career. He
came to St. Petersburg as part
of a month-long residency
between his mentor’s
organization Void Projects and
the SHINE Mural Festival.
O’Neal uses photographs
as reference for his pieces and
said he tries to make his art
realistic, without much detail.
He described his art as “very
The mural displays John Henrik Clarke in front of
gestural” in order for the
painting to look as close to the Mundari herdsmen.

THE CROW ’S NEST

November 14, 2022

2 NEWS
By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

s flu season
approaches, the
possibility of
getting sick is a big concern.
In addition to the flu
peaking between December
and February, COVID-19 is
still a risk, and with variants
popping up frequently it is
hard to keep up.
However, the University
of South Florida still offers a
variety of resources to keep
students, faculty and staff
healthy and safe.
At the St. Petersburg
campus, the Wellness Center
offers shots, vaccines and
boosters available for little
to no cost to the Bulls
community.
Flu shots are included
in tuition for all students.
For staff and faculty, health
insurance is recommended
or out-of-pocket payment is
available for $25.
The Wellness Center also
offers COVID-19 testing and
supplies, as well as Pfizer
vaccines and boosters.
To request any of the
resources mentioned above,
St. Petersburg students and
employees are encouraged to
make appointments online,
but walk-ins are also accepted
at the Wellness Center located

USF’s revised protocols on
COVID-19 and the flu

in the Student Life Center
2200.
With the Center for
Disease Control loosening
their COVID-19 guidelines,
USF has revised their
protocols.
Masks are now only
required in health care

settings, but “individuals can
choose to wear a mask or
not on USF campuses,” the
university website states.
Social distancing is not
required in classroom or
office settings, unless a
student or employee tests
positive. They are then

required to quarantine and
encouraged to seek medical
attention from the university’s
health services.
Additionally, the university
instructed that students
who test positive should
notify their instructors and
employees with a positive

result should contact their
supervisors.
For more information, visit
USF’s COVID-19 information
and resources website.

At the St. Petersburg campus, the Wellness Center offers shots, vaccines and boosters
available for little to no cost to the Bulls community.

sgarciavargas@usf.edu
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Five dorm-friendly Thanksgiving dishes
By Hadley Hiles
Crow’s Nest Staff

M

any college
students
are not able
to go back home for
Thanksgiving, making
this a great opportunity to
get creative, grab a few of
your best mates and make a
Friendsgiving meal right in
your dorm.
Although you may not
have the traditional feast
you are used to, there are
different ways for students
to create a tasty holiday
dinner of their own.
Microwaves are accessible
and allowed in college
dorms and these recipes are
fast and easy to make for
you and your friends.
Outside of cooking,
there are many other

Thanksgiving traditions
you can do in your dorm,
like watching some fallthemed movies (see page
seven), video calling
family or giving back and
volunteering at a local
shelter. Additionally, make
some time to de-stress from
finals by making some
traditions of your own.
By creating new ways to
celebrate, the holiday can
still be exciting away from
home.
Whatever you decide
to do, hopefully these
recipes give you some
ideas to bounce off for your
Thanksgiving away from
home.
hadleyhiles@usf.edu

MISC. 3

Sweet Potato Casserole
Ingredients
5 medium sweet potatoes
2 ½ tablespoons of melted coconut oil
2 tablespoons of brown sugar
1 tablespoon of white sugar
¼ cup of orange juice
4 cups of marshmallows

Steps

COURTESY OF GENIUSKITCHEN.COM

1. Grease an 8-by-8 microwave-safe glass dish with ½ tablespoon of coconut oil.
2. Peel and slice (into ⅓ inch-thick slices) the five sweet potatoes and layer into dish.
3. Mix the rest of the coconut oil, orange juice, brown sugar and white sugar
into a small bowl, then pour the mixture on top of the sweet potatoes.
4. Tightly wrap the dish with saran wrap and microwave for
10 to 12 minutes or until the sweet potatoes are done.
5. Let sit for three minutes then remove the saran wrap.
6. Pour marshmallows over the sweet potatoes, then
microwave until the marshmallows are slightly melted.
7. Let cool and serve.

Stuffing

Mac and Cheese

Ingredients

Ingredients

8 cups of breadcrumbs
½ cup of minced onions
1 cup of minced celery
⅓ cup of melted butter
1 cup of chicken or
vegetable broth
2 teaspoons of salt
½ teaspoon of black pepper

½ cup of elbow macaroni
½ cup of water
3 tablespoons of milk
½ cup shredded cheddar cheese
1 tablespoon of butter
Salt and pepper to taste

COURTESY OF ALLRECIPES.COM
COURTESY OF SPOONUNIVERSITY.COM

Steps
1. Mix all ingredients in a medium-sized microwaveable bowl.
2. Microwave for four to six minutes on high.
3. Take it out, give it a final stir, then serve.

Pumpkin Pie Cake
in a Mug

Steps
1. Combine water and macaroni in a microwave-safe bowl for four to
five minutes or until it is al dente.
2. Once the pasta is al dente, drain the excess water then mix in
the milk, cheese and butter, then return to the microwave for an
additional one to two minutes.
3. Mix in the salt and pepper (if using) and serve.

Ingredients

COURTESY OF THEKITCHN.COM

Steps

Mashed Potatoes

1 teaspoon of unsalted butter
2 tablespoons of
crushed gingersnaps
⅓ cup of pumpkin puree
1 large egg
1 tablespoon of milk
2 tablespoons of
packed brown sugar
1 teaspoon of pumpkin
pie spice

1. Melt butter on low in a mug that holds at least 10 ounces. Stir in the
crushed gingersnaps into the butter, then press the mixture firmly into
the bottom of the mug to create a crust.
2. In a separate bowl, mix the pumpkin puree, egg, milk, brown sugar
and pumpkin pie spice, then pour on top of the crust in the mug.
3. Place the mug on a microwave-safe plate and microwave on full
power for two to five minutes or until a knife inserted in the middle
of the mug pie comes out clean.
4. Let cool, then serve.

Ingredients
2 pounds of russet potatoes
(rinsed and dried)
1 ½ cups of heavy cream
(warmed)
4 tablespoons of melted butter
1 teaspoon of salt
¼ teaspoon of black pepper
COURTESY OF CULINARYGINGER.COM

Steps
1. Use a fork to poke holes all over the potatoes. Microwave
one potato at a time on high for two minutes, turn and
repeat.
2. After the potatoes have cooled for 10 minutes, peel them
and add them to a large bowl.
3. Mash well, add heavy cream, butter salt and pepper and
stir until desired texture and taste.
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Mission Statement
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Peter Rudy Wallace
Center
Office 110
261 Sixth Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
sgarciavargas@usf.edu
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Letters to the Editor
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and length. Letters can be sent to
sgarciavargas@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Newspaper theft is a crime.

MFA’s ‘True Nature’ exhibit portrays
the human hidden in the statue
Story and Photos
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff

“

I obey nature, I never
presume to command
her,” Impressionist
Vanguard Auguste Rodin
said in a 1911 interview with
author Paul Gsell.
The preceding 40 years
of his sculptural work
across France embodied this
principle –– all elongated
limbs and haunting faces
pulling from their ephemeral
human subject.
Rodin’s fusion of
sensuality, tragedy and history
is the main inspiration for
the St. Petersburg’s Museum
of Fine Arts (MFA) newest
exhibition “True Nature.”
Opening its doors at the
Hazel Hough Wing –– exactly
182 years after the artist’s
birth –– the MFA takes
visitors through a garden
of Rodin’s best work, from
his classical portraits of
celebrated French novelists
Honoré de Balzac and Victor
Hugo, to his interpretations
of mythological favorites
Orpheus and Iris.
The sculptures tower over
viewers, standing in poses
reminiscent of Greek deities.
The exhibition’s layout
enhances immersion into

Rodin’s world via a mural of
French Gothic architecture
plastered against the walls. All
of these curatorial decisions
contextualize the 19th century
artist and his tortured persona.
Rodin achieved success
later in his life at age 37 after
he was rejected from the
École des Beaux-Art on three
separate occasions. The lack
of a conventional education,
however, provided Rodin
with a unique eye towards
classic sculpture and later
emboldened his transition
into the Impressionist and
Romantic movements.
His approach to the
masculine figure emphasized
their strength and defiance,
but their overt sexuality
garnered both praise and
criticism.
The controversy
surrounding his work
eventually boiled over in
1891, during the unveiling of
his partially-clothed depiction
of Balzac at a salon. Although
the sculpture was eventually
removed from public
showing, it defined Rodin as
the avant-garde creator he is
remembered as.
The MFA showcases both
the likeness of Balzac and
Hugo in all of their naked
glory, positioned in either
the contrapposto or in a

gracefully-hunched posture
akin to Rodin’s most famous
work, “The Thinker.”
Rodin’s repertoire
wouldn’t be complete
without sculptures invoking
the intense melodrama that
pervaded the artist’s own
life. His sordid relationship
with fellow sculptor Camille
Claudel, which ended with
her involuntary commitment
to an asylum in 1898,
accumulated much public
speculation, attaching itself to
his reputation post-mortem.
On display in the
Hough room, a dramatic
interpretation of Orpheus’s
journey conveys a sense of
tragedy that pervades Rodin’s
work. Here, the Greek hero
kneels over with his lyre held
precariously over his head
while he presumably plays for
the king of the underworld.
The artist’s refusal to smooth
out the wrinkles of the bronze
cast humanizes the character
as his open mouth tricks the
viewer into thinking that the
artwork is breathing.
In the next room, the
likeness of Jean d’Aire and
Jean de Fiennes stand in
quiet contemplation of their
impending death. Rodin was
commissioned to sculpt the
Burghers of Calais in 1884,
six men who volunteered

themselves as sacrifices in
payment for the King of
England sparing their town
during the Hundred Years’
War. The artist focuses on the
sunken qualities of their faces
in contrast to the powerful
lines of their body. The
sheer size of the bronze cast
pedestals the men over their
surroundings.
The MFA’s “True
Nature” consists of varying
interpretations of the natural
within Claude Monet’s “Water
Lilies” and Paul Cézanne’s
“Still Life with Cherries and
Peaches.”
The star of the collection,
however, is undoubtedly
Rodin’s portrayal of the
human natural. His work
stands fiercely among
museum visitors, sculpted in
intense layers of either agony
or ecstasy.
A welcomed change
to St. Petersburg’s artistic
modernity, the collection
reminds the viewer of one’s
artistic forebearers.
The exhibition runs until
Feb. 26, 2023 and University
of South Florida students can
visit with their IDs to get a
student discount.
lcannon1@usf.edu
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USFSP Poetry Club Creates a Colorful Space
for New Generation of Writers
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Poetry Club
turned over a new
leaf for its fourth
year at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
campus with the election of
new e-board members.
The administration
welcomes Adriana Lopez as
president, Serena Lozandi
as social media director and
Nathanjah Carty as treasurer,
after their predecessors
graduated last year.
The board is already
in talks about new events
and social outings into St.
Petersburg museums setting
the tone for a fresh crowd of
students.
Since its creation, the
club has offered a stress-free
environment for even the
most inexperienced writers,
and the effect of the creative
low-key atmosphere comes
out in both their weekly
workshops and seasonal
open-mics.
According to Lopez, the
goal is always to “have a safe
space for people to share,”
and likewise, students
come with a mash-up of
their favorite poetry books,

notebooks or simply a few
sheets of paper to jot their
ideas down on.
As students approach
finals, the added element of
meditative freedom is more
important than ever. It just so
happens that some beautiful
verses come out of these
activities as well.
Both Lopez and Lozandi
initially joined the Poetry
Club to better incorporate
creative writing into their
schedules as biology majors.
Burned out from high
school creative writing,
Lozandi said that the
consistent workshops
brought her “back into the
habit” of writing without
deadlines hanging over
her head. The endless
possibilities of the art form
also enabled Lozandi to
explore her heritage as a
first-generation American
and her mother’s experiences
in the Philippines.
Similarly, Lopez explores
both English and Spanish
verse in her work, all while
incorporating a whimsical
side of the genre through
metaphor and imagery. Her
work draws influence from
the surrealism of her dreams,
and she frequently uses an

Illustration

on-campus place by the
bay, which she refers to as
her “philosophical spot”, to
write.
“I let my mind take me
where it takes me,” Lopez
said.
During the fourth year
of the Poetry Club, Lopez
and Lozandi are looking to
pay the benefits of the art
form forward via new events
centered in St. Petersburg.
Both cite downtown as
the creative heart for local
writers, especially with the
proximity of Studio@620,
Black Crow Coffee, the
Dali Museum and the
spontaneous open-mics held
around town.
There are also plans for
members to submit their
work to the St. Petersburgbased poetry zine, Neptune.
Students who are unsure
about joining the club should
rest assured that there is no
pressure to share with other
members. The open-mics
function as a social hour
with some creative flair, and
students even bring their
guitars to perform songs.
Lozendi urges those
who are considering joining
that they “don’t have to
know how to write to start

By Gavin Hadro
Crow’s Nest Staff

writing.” There are so
many different faculties
and mediums that fit within
poetry, that members can
take their time finding one
that fits for them.
For any new initiates, the
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Poetry Club holds Monday
meetings from 3 to 4 p.m.
in the University Student
Center Ocean Room.
lcannon1@usf.edu
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What to do this week
By Alisha Durosier
Crow’s Nest Staff

Monday, Nov. 14
Get crafty with Safe
Circle from 2 to 4 p.m. on
Harbor Walk with mini
arts and crafts. Draw,
make bracelets, paint plant
pots, fold origami and
more. Registration is not
necessary, so come and
engage in conversation
about substance abuse
disorders in a safe
space. All supplies needed
will be provided.
Tuesday, Nov. 15
Join the Harborside
Activity Board from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Edge
for World Cup night.
Grab a slice of pizza,

create your own World
Cup bracket and compete
with your friends in FIFA
and foosball tournaments
to win soccer-related
prizes. Admission is free
and registration is not
necessary.
Wednesday, Nov 16
Starting at 7 p.m.,
watch American Stage’s
production of the
“Colored Museum” at the
Raymond James Theater
located at 163 Third St.
N. Enjoy the playwright
written by George C.
Wolfe, exploring various
themes surrounding
African American and
Black culture through a
satirical lens. Tickets are
$45 and are available for
purchase on the American
Stage website. The

production will run until
Nov. 27.
Thursday, Nov. 17
Immerse yourself in a 17th
century love triangle with
USF’s theatre production
of “House of Desires”
written by Sor Juana
Inés de la Cruz. The play
centers around the theme
of women and free will
during a period of strict
limitations on a woman’s
role. The play takes place
at 7:30 p.m. in Theater
2 on the Tampa campus
located at 3829 USF Holly
Drive. Admission is free
and the production will run
through Nov. 20
Friday, Nov. 18
In collaboration with
USF Dining and

Aramark, students of
the International Food
and Culture class are
inviting you to attend the
International Luncheon:
Taste of Mediterranean.
From 11:30 a.m. to 12:45
p.m., enjoy a buffet
featuring a variety of
Mediterranean food and
dessert. The luncheon
will take place in USC
Ballroom 1 and is open
to all students, faculty and
staff. Seats are first come,
first serve.
Saturday, Nov. 19
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at The Coliseum located
at 535 Fourth Ave. N.,
celebrate the holiday
season with Tampa Bay
Times at the Tampa Bay
Holiday Market & Expo.
There will be something

for everyone with vendors
offering things from food
to unique handmade items.
Admission and parking are
free, and the market will
continue through Nov. 20.
Sunday, Nov. 20
Calling all art collectors
and enthusiasts. From 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. the 25th
annual Florida CraftArt
Festival will take place at
Florida craft art located at
501 Central Ave. There
will be demonstrations
featuring the handmade
works of 100 artists from
12 states, music and food
trucks. Admission is free
and the festival will take
place through Nov. 20.

What to do Next week
Monday, Nov. 21
Call Dominic Fike what
you want, when you want,
if you want for the “Out
of Order” tour. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. and the
show starts at 7:30 p.m. at
Jannus Live located at 200
First Ave. N. Suite 206.
Tickets range from $66 to
$198 and are available on
Ticketmaster.
Tuesday, Nov. 22
Celebrate Open House
Conspiracy’s 10th
anniversary from 7 to
8 p.m. at The Factory
located at 2622 Fairfield
Ave. S., in a “Decade
of Dance Music Art,” a
look back at poster art and
designs that visualized
their music events. The
talk will include illustrator

Yhali Ilan, painter Jordan
Shapot and Creative
Director Austen van der
Bleek on their process
of reflecting the ethos
of a party into their art.
Admission is free, but
space is limited so be sure
to reserve your spot on
Eventbrite.
Wednesday, Nov. 23
Introduce yourself to
the art of bonsai at 3
Daughters Brewing from
6 to 8 p.m. located at 222
22nd St. S. with Bonsai
and Brews. Instructed by
Thunderstruck Bonsai,
learn basic maintenance
techniques and how to
pot, prune and style your
bonsai. Drinks will be
available for the 21+
crowd. Tickets cost $75
and are available on the

Thunderstruck Bonsai
website.
Thursday, Nov. 24
Enjoy the sounds of
jazz from 5 to 7 p.m.
in building five of The
Factory located at 2622
Fairfield Ave. S. for the
Ashwood Jazz Project.
Featuring the saxophone of
Henry Ashwood Jr. Enjoy
Ashwood’s renditions of
work by Coltrane, Monk,
Duke Ellington, Paul
Desmond and more. Every
Thursday you can catch a
different jazz trio, duo or
solo during happy hour.
Admission is free.
Friday, Nov. 25
Join The Potion Portal
game room from 7 p.m.
to midnight located at

2329 28th St. N. for a
night of epic gaming with
Free Play Friday. All
games including classic
arcade games, pool, darts,
pinball, air hockey, Skeeball and driving games,
are free. Anyone 21+ can
indulge in drink specials
all night. So come out
and compete against your
fellow gamers.
Saturday, Nov. 26
From 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., take a stroll to
Vinoy Park located at
701 Bayshore Drive
N.E. to attend the 12th
annual Shopapalooza
Festival. More than 350
small and local businesses
will be featured. Shop
from local artists and
crafters and eat good
food from local chefs and

bakers. You can check the
Shopapalooza Festival
website to see the full list
of vendors. Admission is
free.
Sunday, Nov 27
Get creative with
Daydream artist at the
Daydream Shop &
Makerspace from 7:00 to
8:30 p.m. located at 2935
Central Ave. with their
first monthly Craft coven.
Creatives of every kind are
welcome and can choose
from many of the materials
provided. Feel free to
bring refreshments along
with the project you’re
currently working on and
get input on your latest
project. Admission is free.
alishadurosier@usf.edu
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The best movies to watch this Thanksgiving
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff
his past week, The
Crow’s Nest office
got into quite a
debate about the existence
of Thanksgiving movies. I
was firmly team “of course
there’s Thanksgiving movies.”
Unfortunately, it was a solo
team.
I was alone in my belief
of an abundance of fallcentered movies. It was a
lonely pursuit, but I sought
out to collect the greatest
Thanksgiving movies together
as proof of their existence.
Admittedly, this task was
a bit harder than I expected.
Sure, there were plenty of
movies to choose from, but
finding ones that weren’t
awful was difficult. There was
also the added challenge that
a good portion of these films
were just slightly too risque to
include in a school newspaper.
Even still, I managed
to gather up a good docket
of proof for my case and
provide a guide of my favorite
movies for you to watch on
Thanksgiving.

T

aubrey14@usf.edu

All photos courtesy of
IMDb.
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“Charlie Brown Thanksgiving”
Not technically a movie, but a 25-minute
holiday special, “Charlie Brown
Thanksgiving” is by far the most
lighthearted and family-friendly feature on
this list. Follow the Peanuts gang as they
share their Thanksgiving traditions, learn

about the first Thanksgiving and prepare a
holiday feast. I’m sure your parents forced
you to watch this at least once as a child, but
rewatching as an adult can be a happy escape
from what can be a very stressful day.

“Krisha”
Set during a turbulent Thanksgiving dinner,
“Krisha” follows the titular character (Krisha
Farichild), a recovering addict trying to
make amends with long lost family. It’s an
upsetting movie, showing the harsh realities
of addiction and the impact it has on the

sufferer and their family. Probably not the
choice if you are looking for a feel-good
film, but if you’re in search of a somber
drama, this is the movie for you.

“Fantastic Mr. Fox”
Okay, so, technically this film
has absolutely nothing to do with
Thanksgiving, but hear me out. Maybe it’s
the brown and orange color scheme, or
maybe it’s the general themes of gratitude
and gluttony (each in equal measures), but

something about the movie screams Fall.
The movie is a beautifully stop-motion tale
of a burglar-turned-family-man (or, familyfox) and his subsequent midlife crisis
after giving up his old life of crime. It’s
whimsical, funny and wonderfully crafted.

“The Humans”
Marketed as a psychological thriller, “The
Humans” quaint setting is where the film
shines. Taking place almost entirely around
a Thanksgiving dinner table, the movie has a
nuanced plot of a distant family reconnecting

for the holidays. What starts out as a heartfelt
tale of relatives coming together shifts to the
macabre as the family begins to recall the
dark secrets that kept each member apart.

“Addams Family Values”
This was the first movie I thought of when considering
this list and I am not being ironic when I say I believe this
to be one of the greatest movies ever made. Wednesday
(Christina Ricci) and Pugsley (Jimmy Workman) Addams
are sent to a scarily chipper summer camp under the false
belief that the siblings are looking to ditch their family’s
gloomy aesthetics. While there, the pair are forced to
perform a historically inaccurate reenactment of the first

Thanksgiving. Being an Addams at heart, Wednesday
makes sure to show off the true Thanksgiving, in all its
gory details.
I sincerely hope that this will be a rewatch for most, but if
you are one of the (hopefully) few who have never had the
pleasure to see “Adam’s Family Values,” stop reading and
go watch it. Right now.
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SPORTS

Story and Photo
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida
football program
announced that it has
officially parted ways with
head coach Jeff Scott.
The news broke Nov.
6, just 24 hours after the
Bulls were handed a 54-28
blowout loss to Temple.
With two games left in the
regular season, USF sits at
the bottom of the American
Athletic Conference with
a record of 1-9 and hasn’t
won a game in nearly two
months.
The program decided
that changes need to be
made.
Scott and Defensive
Coordinator Bob Shoop
have been relieved of
their duties, effective
immediately.
“When Jeff came

USF football fires head coach Jeff Scott
to Tampa in December
of 2019, we had high
expectations for where
he could take our football
program,” USF Director
of Athletics Michael Kelly
said. “While he did so many
things right, […] the on-thefield results fell well below
our standards.”
Scott, who signed a
five-year deal with USF in
2019 worth $12.5 million,
only led the Bulls to a total
of four wins (4-26) during
his three seasons with the
team and never appeared
in a bowl game. His win
percentage (.133) ranks last
in program history.
“I will miss this team
and will do anything in my
power to help them in the
future,” Scott said in a press
release. “I am disappointed
that our hard work didn’t
translate to more success on
the field, but I am confident
that we have set a new
foundation.”

As for the rest of the
season, Special Teams
Coordinator Daniel Da
Prato will serve as the
interim head coach and
Co-Defensive Coordinator

Ernie Sims will take full
control of the USF defense.
The Bulls will take on
two conference opponents
to finish out the year —
Tulsa (3-6) on Nov. 18

and No. 22 University of
Central Florida (7-2) on
Nov. 26.
mksteele1@usf.edu

USF football head coach Jeff Scott was relieved of his duties on Nov. 6.

Women’s team undefeated, men winless in return of USF
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

B

asketball has
officially
tipped off at the
University of South Florida,
and it’s beginning to look
like a repeat of last season.
The women’s team,
who finished second in
the American Athletic
Conference last season
with a record of 24-9, are
undefeated with home wins
over Morehead State and
Florida A&M (FAMU) —
winning by a margin of
40 or more points in both
games.
Bulls guard Sammie

Puisis is averaging a
team-high 20 points per
game, while forward Dulcy
Fankam Mendijiadeu leads
in rebounds (8.5) and
point guard Aerial Wilson
in assists (5.5). Fankam
Mendijiadeu etched her
name in the history books
when she scored her 1,000th
career point on the first
basket of the game against
FAMU.
“I know we can score
the ball. We got a lot of
weapons, and it can be
anybody at any given
night,” Puisis said after
the team’s 90-50 win over
FAMU. “I think we need

to do a better job on the
defensive end, but offense,
we don’t even worry about
that. We have so many
people with so many
different strengths.”
In the other locker
room, the men’s team have
struggled in its first two
outings, falling to Southeast
Missouri State at home and
No. 15 Auburn on the road.
The Bulls find themselves
at the bottom of the
conference, the same place
they finished last season
with a 8-23 record.
Forward Keyshawn
Bryant, who also notched
his 1,000th career point last

Forward Keyshawn Bryant, who transferred to USF this season, is
leading the team in points and assists.

COURTESY OF
@USFMBB ON
INSTAGRAM

week, leads USF in points
(14.5) and assists (7) per
game.
When asked how he will
help lead this team, Bryant
emphasized the importance
of making sure all his
teammates are on the same
page and sticking to their
roots.
“Keep everybody
connected and keep
everybody with their head
on straight. Don’t let them
be overwhelmed by a big
game,” Bryant said. “We’re
going to take every game
one game at a time. [If we]
stick to our game plan and
our discipline, we’ll win.”

The Bulls lost its two
leading scorers from last
season, with guard Caleb
Murphy transferring to
DePaul University and
guard Javon Greene
graduating.
The men’s team play
next against Stetson on Nov.
14, and the women’s team
take on Alabama on Nov. 16
— both tipping off at 7 p.m.
in the Yuengling Center.
mksteele1@usf.edu

USF’s women’s team is undefeated
through the start of the season and look to
continue its success seen in recent years.

COURTESY OF
@USFWBB ON
INSTAGRAM

